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As the graduation time draws closer, and as students look beyond their four years as an 

undergraduate student, there are many questions one looks the answers for. Many go on to take IT 

jobs; some opt for post graduation; a few may go ahead with starting start-ups; and some strive 

ahead to earn a doctorate. When an undergraduate student is reaching the climax of his time in 

college, he is hovered by the vast possibilities of avenues waiting for him. 

To answers some of those questions and throw some light on PhD as an avenue after graduation, a 

talk by Dr. Pankaj Jalote was held on March 30, 2015. Dr. Jalote is the director of IIIT Delhi and GC and 

Standing Committee Member of our college. Dr. Jalote completed his PhD from University of Illinois in 

1985, M.S. from Pennsylvania State University in 1982 and B.Tech. from IIT Kanpur in 1980. 

 

 

After a brief introduction by Prof. Ravi Gorthi, Dr. Jalote began with the talk. He started off with what it 

takes to pursue PhD. Interest, tolerance, dedication, patience, an idea and thorough knowledge of the 

literature. He also told that only the top 10-20% of the students end up pursuing PhD. Compared to the 

demand, this rate is really low and the scarcity will worsen in the coming decade. 

‘How is an engineer different from a researcher?’ when someone asked, he talked about the root 

difference in the two’s approach. An engineer uses knowledge to implement in his work and create new 

technology, and a researcher, on the other hand, creates new knowledge. 

Later, he told about a few PhD students who worked really well and succeeded. After a few questions 

and answers from the students, Prof. S. S. Gokhale said a vote of thanks and the talk came to an end. 
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